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With this mutual consciousness, yet obliged
inevitably to meet, thrown constantly in each
other's way, Mary obliged too to look on Shelley
as- her father's benefactor and support, their
situation was a miserable one. As for Shelley,
when he had once broken silence he passed
rapidly from tender affection to the most passion-
ate love. His heart and brain were alike on fire,
for at the root of his deep depression and un-
settlement lay the fact, known as yet only to
himself, of complete estrangement between him-
self and his wife.